[Carcinomatous pericarditis monitored by pulsed Doppler echocardiography of superior vena cava: hemodynamics from pericardial effusion to pericardial solid invasion].
We utilized pulsed Doppler echocardiography to monitor changes in a patient with carcinomatous pericarditis, from pericardial effusion with cardiac tamponade to pericardial solid invasion. Characteristic changes in superior vena cava (SVC) pulsed Doppler flow patterns were observed after invasion of the pericardium. SVC pulsed Doppler flow patterns are a useful aid in differentiating between solid invasions and recurrent pericardial effusion with pericardial thickening: this diagnostic capability is not readily available with computed tomography.